SUBJECT:  Public Law 106-419, 
Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000 
(Montgomery GI Bill eligibility in subsequent period of active duty)
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1.
Purpose.  To provide information pertaining to the law and policy relating to establishing Montgomery GI Bill (MGIB) eligibility in a subsequent period of active duty.

2.
Facts.


a.
Public Law 98-525 established the MGIB on July 1, 1985.  The law required an individual to complete the initial term of service with a fully honorable character of service discharge to qualify for entitlements.  The Law does provide for early separations as follows:  



(1) Individuals who serve in the Armed Forces and are discharged or released from active duty for a service connected disability, hardship or pre-existing medical condition will receive one month of entitlements for each month of active duty served. 



(2) Individuals who serve in the Armed Forces and are discharged for the convenience of the Government will receive their full entitlements if they serve no less than 20 months on a two year enlistment and no less than 30 months on a three or more year enlistment.


b.
Individuals who serve in the Armed Forces and are discharged for a non-convenience of the Government type of separation and who receive a fully honorable character of service discharge are eligible for MGIB benefits if they have served 24 months of a two year enlistment or 36 months of a three or more year enlistment.


c.
Public Law 106-419, Veterans Benefits and Health Care Improvement Act of 2000, was enacted on November 1, 2000.  The law repeals the original provision which states that MGIB eligibility is established by the initial obligated period of active duty.  Soldiers who do not meet the time in service requirement during the first term of service, as stated above, may become eligible on a subsequent period of active duty.  When the servicemember returns to active duty, he/she is eligible to re-establish MGIB eligibility by completing 36 months of this subsequent period of service obligation with a fully honorable character of service discharge.  If the soldier separates early, the above rules still apply.  The servicemember should visit the local Army Education Center for assistance.
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